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Providing hope 
and healing in 
our communities
Welcome to the 2025 edition of Reach! Join me as we celebrate the moments that have inspired, united, and made us a caring 

and compassionate community.

At Rosecrance Behavioral Health, we are dedicated to removing barriers to behavioral healthcare. Some of our readers may 

be aware that many communities have limited or no access to behavioral health providers. We are committed to expanding 

services to provide greater access to care, as demonstrated by our recent affiliation with North Central Behavioral Health 

Systems in central Illinois. We know that a community—large or small—with access to behavioral healthcare is a healthier 

community. But achieving good health often begins with a journey of individual healing, which we understand takes courage. 

We are committed to supporting members of our communities every step of the way.

Every day we engage with thousands of clients, each at different stages of their healing process, and they are all woven into 

larger communities that shape their experiences. These can take many forms—a physical location or a gathering of like-

minded souls with similar challenges and aspirations. Clients who find healing with us often return that transformative energy 

to their families, friends, and communities. This initiates a powerful domino effect; our clients begin to cultivate a landscape of 

hope and reconciliation, inspiring others to find their paths toward healing. And we’ve made it our mission to meet them there.

Our amazing staff are a part of this healing, not just within a Rosecrance location but also in their own communities. This past 

summer, we encouraged our teams to engage in the Champions in Service initiative, and they responded with enthusiasm 

and dedication. Whether actively volunteering in schools, nurturing young minds, or selflessly dedicating their time to ensure 

families receive warm Thanksgiving meals, our staff exemplify what it means to inspire hope. Their efforts demonstrate a 

commitment to building a better community for all.

Communities thrive through the collective effort of individuals working toward a common goal. In the Rosecrance community, 

this effort would be impossible without the support and encouragement of our dedicated staff, boards of directors, gener-

ous supporters, loyal friends, and invaluable community partners. Please know how much your connections matter. Every 

individual whose life you touch sparks optimism and hope far beyond the initial interaction. Your contributions are vital to the 

restoration of health and vitality in our communities, and I am truly grateful to work alongside you in this important mission.

Dave Gomel, Ph.D.
President and CEO

FROM THE CEO
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Some professions come with a heavy emotional price tag, often 

taking a toll on mental health.

The intense pressure and fast-paced environment faced in these 

jobs can be exhausting, especially for those who encounter trau-

matic events repeatedly or experience a single, life-altering inci-

dent. The emotional burden can feel overwhelming, impacting 

mental health in ways that may not be immediately visible.

Rosecrance Behavioral Health understands the unique challenges 

faced by those in high-stress professions and is dedicated to 

providing expert, specialized care to meet their unique needs.

An innovative initiative to meet those needs is the Rosecrance 

Resilience Program. This transformative program empowers indi-

viduals in high-stress roles, providing them with the tools and 

support to build resilience and thrive.

“We truly appreciate the incredible challenges our critical work-

ers encounter daily,” said Traci Kerzich, Clinical Director of the 

Rosecrance Resilience Program. “We believe caring for their 

mental health is just as important as their work. By offering timely 

and compassionate support, we can help them navigate tough 

times and smoothly return to their vital roles in their community.”

The Rosecrance Resilience Program is a comprehensive initiative 

that provides support to several key populations who often face 

significant challenges in their professional and personal lives:

FIRST RESPONDERS & LAW ENFORCEMENT. These profession-

als, including police officers, firefighters, and emergency medical 

technicians, regularly encounter high-pressure situations that can 

lead to stress, trauma, and burnout.

FRONTLINE WORKERS. This category includes a diverse range 

of essential workers, such as healthcare providers. These individu-

als play a vital role in society, often working in stressful conditions, 

especially during public health crises and other emergencies.

Building resilience 
among our most 
critical workers
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SKILLED TRADES/LABOR. This sector includes skilled workers in 

construction, manufacturing, and other trades. They are essential 

in building and maintaining infrastructure, yet their jobs can be 

physically and mentally taxing.

VETERANS. Individuals who have served in the military may 

encounter various challenges when transitioning back to civilian 

life, including mental health conditions such as PTSD, depression, 

and anxiety.

Through a supportive atmosphere, clients who begin healing 

through the Rosecrance Resilience Program can engage in resi-

dential or outpatient care settings, allowing flexibility based on 

their needs. Clients can build relationships with others who share 

their struggles, fostering a sense of solidarity and encourag-

ing shared learning. They are invited to share their experiences, 

support one another, and celebrate each other’s successes in a 

safe and accepting space.

Taking the courageous step to seek support through the program 

allows individuals to focus on developing resilience—skills that 

empower them to navigate daily stressors and thrive in their 

personal and professional lives. Clients learn to embrace their 

thoughts and feelings without judgment through peer support, 

therapeutic activities, and engaging individual and group counsel-

ing sessions rooted in Acceptance and Commitment Therapy. This 

powerful approach encourages them to commit to actions that 

align with their core values, enabling them to lead a more fulfilling 

and meaningful life, even in the face of challenging emotions and 

circumstances.

“Our mission goes beyond guiding our critical workforce toward 

recovery and improving worker safety,” said Kerzich. “We want 

to empower our critical workers to truly thrive. By fostering their 

well-being, we can help them lead healthy lives and continue 

making a positive impact in their communities.”

“We want to empower 
our critical workers 
to truly thrive.”

THRIVING COMMUNITIES

—Traci Kerzich, Clinical Director of 
the Rosecrance Resilience Program
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Uncovering hope in communities 
of all sizes
Rosecrance Therapies | Chicago-Norwood Park

Rosecrance Therapies in Chicago-Norwood Park supports individu-

als at every stage of life. The therapists at this location are uniquely 

positioned to assist the behavioral health needs of critical workers—

first responders, nurses, healthcare, and veterans—and their families 

through the Rosecrance Resilience Program. This program connects 

eligible clients to a comprehensive continuum of care that meets 

them where they are, regardless of their level of need. Additionally, 

this convenient location offers one-on-one therapy for individuals 

aged 3 and older, group therapy, psychiatric and medication treat-

ment, and virtual services.

Rosecrance Therapies | Chicago-Beverly

Rosecrance Therapies in Chicago-Beverly clients are welcomed into 

a therapeutic environment designed to help them navigate and solve 

their everyday challenges. Individuals can access one-on-one ther-

apy or group therapy to improve their quality of life, reduce stress 

and anxiety, overcome substance dependence, and learn coping 

strategies. These therapies can also include psychiatric support and 

medication treatment for mood disorders such as major depres-

sion and bipolar disorder. In addition to serving the immediate 

community, therapists at Beverly collaborate with the many local 

Employee Assistance Programs, providing outpatient services to first 

responders, their families, and other frontline workers through the 

Rosecrance Resilience Program.

Rosecrance Kankakee

Rosecrance Kankakee provides outpatient mental health and sub-

stance use treatment services for teens, adults, and families in 

Kankakee County, Illinois. An individual can explore one-on-one 

therapy, and an intensive outpatient program (IOP) is available to 

adolescents. Rosecrance Kankakee also supports intensive case 

management through Illinois’ Pathways to Success program and pro-

vides local crisis services, including mobile crisis response through 

the Illinois CARES line and the national 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline. 

Rosecrance Quad Cities

Rosecrance Behavioral Health proudly serves the Quad Cities 

through its two convenient locations in Moline, Illinois, and 

Davenport, Iowa. Comprehensive outpatient services are thought-

fully designed and offer a variety of evidence-based treatments 

that include individual or group therapy, medication management, 

or psychiatric services, ensuring that everyone can find the support 

they need. Offerings also include DUI/OWI and IOP services. 

Connections Counseling, by Rosecrance Therapies

Connections Counseling is a distinctive provider in the Madison, 

Wisconsin, community, and across the state, offering both in-person 

and virtual services. What truly sets Connections Counseling apart 

is its specialized focus on outpatient care, encompassing personal-

ized one-on-one therapy, dynamic group sessions, and innovative 

treatments such as transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS) for those 

experiencing difficult-to-treat depression. Additionally, the practice 

provides dedicated mentorship for individuals in recovery, ensuring 

that they receive tailored support to address their unique needs and 

foster lasting growth. 

Rosecrance Woodstock Recovery Home

The Rosecrance Woodstock Recovery Home in McHenry County, 

Illinois, is one of several Rosecrance Living sober homes that provide 

a supportive environment for individuals transitioning from residen-

tial treatment back to their communities. Residents enjoy a sober, 

alcohol- and substance-free atmosphere that fosters peer support 

and personal growth. Clients are connected to resources to ensure 

their long-term success, such as assistance with job searching, fur-

thering education, and budgeting guidance to promote financial sta-

bility. Additionally, 12-Step program support helps residents build a 

solid foundation for ongoing recovery. 

Rosecrance Jackson Centers – Spencer

Rosecrance Jackson Centers – Spencer offers compassionate out-

patient substance use and mental health treatment in Clay County, 

Iowa. Teens, adults, and families can access treatment either in-per-

son or virtually. Services available at the location include behavioral 

health screenings, individualized therapy, supportive group ther-

apy, and medication management. Family education programs assist 

loved ones and provide preventative education to help maintain 

well-being.

THRIVING COMMUNITIES
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Rosecrance Behavioral Health provides a comprehensive 
range of services across three states and continues 
to expand each year. Within these regions, we serve 
communities with a full continuum of care connecting 
outpatient and residential services. These strategically 
planned locations are part of an initiative to address the 
increasing needs of all communities, ensuring that no 
one is left without access to behavioral healthcare.
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The day before Kyle S. was to leave Rosecrance residential treatment, 

his phone buzzed with a lengthy text message from a friend he once 

held dear—a friend he hadn’t heard from in years because of a pain-

ful separation caused by addiction.

Kyle and Ben first crossed paths in high school, quickly forming a 

solid bond. After Kyle purchased his first house, he invited Ben to 

move in. As they settled into this new living arrangement, Kyle 

started to notice that Ben was struggling with substance use.

“I loved the kid, so I needed to know what was going on,” Kyle said.

Kyle felt a growing urgency to address Ben about his troubling behav-

ior, but he patiently waited for the right moment to speak up. When 

that moment finally arrived he laid out his concerns with Ben’s mom, 

hoping to bring the truth to light.

“He was really mad at me for going to his mom, but at the end of the 

day, I thought I was doing my best to look out for him,” Kyle said.

For years, silence had stretched between them until Kyle’s phone 

buzzed with that unexpected text from Ben. It came the evening 

before Kyle was successfully discharged from Rosecrance. Ben 

revealed that he was in California, undergoing treatment as well, 

and they both shared that they would be leaving their respective 

facilities the next day.

As they exchanged texts, memories flooded—long hours spent play-

ing golf, tie-dyeing, and working out. They began making plans, dis-

cussing reviving their old fitness routines. More importantly, they 

vowed to be each other’s sober support, ready to face the outside 

world together and determined to navigate their new sober lives with 

strength and accountability.

“I would have loved nothing more than that,” Kyle said.

The reunion between Kyle and Ben never happened. Just as Kyle 

was filled with hope for their fresh start, he received the devastating 

news that, upon landing, Ben had died as a result of his addiction.

Bouncing back stronger: Kyle S.’s 
inspiring journey 

THRIVING COMMUNITIES
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The plans they had made to meet and embark on their recovery jour-

ney together vanished in an instant.

“I wish he were with me more than anything, but I think it was another 

huge eye-opener for me, just how serious addiction is. I lost my best 

friend the day after rehab. The only way out of this is to get sober, or 

you’re going to die. I’m not thankful that happened, but that’s one of 

the main reasons I’m sober today,” Kyle said.

After the loss of Ben, Kyle was one of many loved ones eager to pay 

tribute to Ben’s legacy while supporting a worthy cause. Kyle teamed 

up with another close mutual friend of Ben’s to brainstorm an annual 

golf outing that would not only celebrate Ben’s life but also raise 

awareness and funds for those struggling with substance use. They 

decided to name the event “Birdies for Ben,” a heartfelt nod to Ben’s 

passion for golf and something he and Kyle frequently enjoyed 

together in their younger years before addiction impacted their lives.

Each year, the event continues to grow. Now in its third year, Kyle has 

decided to donate all the proceeds from the outing to Rosecrance. 

This event not only honors Ben but also provides Kyle with an oppor-

tunity to give back to those who supported him during his struggle 

with addiction. Additionally, it raises awareness about addiction, 

highlighting that many people are living in active addiction without 

realizing it.

“I wanted to reach at least one person, just to help one person realize 

there is a way out of it and there is help out there if you put your ego 

and pride aside and just go get the help you need,” Kyle said.

As a new father and soon-to-be husband, Kyle is focused on growing 

Birdies for Ben. He feels fortunate to be living a life he once thought 

was unattainable. While he continues to work on his recovery, he also 

serves as a beacon of support for others who are ready to seek help.

“The day after this year’s event, someone reached out to me saying 

I had inspired them. They realized their addiction was more serious 

than they thought and that they were checking themselves into 

Rosecrance. I think it’s important for me to be involved in the recov-

ery community for my recovery and Ben. That’s why I do it,” Kyle said.

“I wanted to reach at least one person, just to help 
one person realize there is a way out.”
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There’s encouraging news for individuals struggling with diffi-

cult-to-treat depression: a growth in innovative treatments offer-

ing hope and new possibilities.

While many people benefit from traditional medication therapies, 

there are cases where medication alone does not provide suffi-

cient relief. In such circumstances, additional treatment options 

may be necessary. Rosecrance Therapies offers two innovative, 

FDA-approved treatment alternatives: transcranial magnetic stim-

ulation (TMS) and Spravato.

TMS therapy, which received FDA approval in 2008 and has been 

available through Rosecrance Therapies since 2010, emerged as 

a groundbreaking treatment for depression. Since then, research 

has demonstrated its effectiveness in addressing a variety of 

other conditions, including obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) 

and aiding in smoking cessation.

TMS therapy stands out for its noninvasive nature, employing a 

precisely targeted magnetic field to engage specific areas of the 

brain. During treatment, magnetic pulses create small electrical 

currents that effectively stimulate underactive neurons, promoting 

increased brain activity where needed.

One of the most appealing aspects of TMS therapy is its safety 

profile; it is generally well-tolerated and does not require anes-

thesia, making it a convenient option for those who have not 

found success with medications. Overall, TMS offers a promising 

approach for adults and now teens looking to regain control over 

their mental health in a nonsurgical, effective manner.

Aaron T. experienced a profound transformation after undergoing 

TMS to treat his depression at Rosecrance Therapies in Chicago-

River North. The people closest to him noticed a remarkable shift 

in his demeanor, and Aaron felt the change deep within himself. 

Reshaping mental health treatment: 
How TMS and Spravato are 
changing the game

“It really is like a rebirth.”
—TMS client Aaron T.
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He began to respond to challenges with an optimistic outlook that 

he had previously struggled to maintain. The world around him 

appeared brighter, and he found joy in moments that once felt 

overwhelming.

“It really is like a rebirth,” Aaron said.

Spravato is an exciting new alternative for those struggling with 

difficult-to-treat depression and suicidality. This innovative treat-

ment contains esketamine and offers a flexible approach by being 

effective alongside traditional oral antidepressants or as a stand-

alone option.

Michelle R. spent nearly five decades managing her chronic 

depression until she began Spravato treatment at Aspen 

Counseling, a behavioral health group of Rosecrance Therapies. 

Spravato felt like her final effort to escape from the exhausting, 

daily routine of managing her mental health. And to her delight, 

it worked—quickly.

Ketamine has been recognized since the 1970s, but esketamine’s 

journey is more recent and significant. In 2019, the FDA approved 

Spravato specifically for treatment-resistant depression. The next 

year, its use was expanded to address broader issues, such as 

major depressive disorder and suicidal ideation in adults.

What distinguishes Spravato is its fast-acting formula, which 

is delivered via nasal spray. During the treatment, clients are 

monitored by medical professionals for about two hours. This 

careful supervision is crucial, especially since individuals may 

begin to experience positive effects within just a few hours of 

administration.

Part of what Michelle values about her Spravato treatment is “feel-

ing good and safe” at the same time. She appreciates the behav-

ioral health provider with her during the treatment, noting it feels 

like “it was set up for me to succeed, and I wouldn’t change that.”

HOPE ON THE HORIZON
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Thanks to the generous support of a community dedicated to fostering hope, the Rosecrance 

Jackson Centers residential campus in Sioux City, Iowa, now has dedicated space to offer activities 

designed to enhance the treatment experience and promote overall well-being.

In spring 2023, the residential campus launched a building expansion to support individuals over-

coming substance use and co-occurring mental health disorders. The expansion was designed to 

provide clients with the best possible care and the tools for lasting recovery. By integrating experi-

ential and recreational therapies and creating a dedicated space for holistic care, the environment 

helps to empower clients to achieve sustained recovery.

Rosecrance Jackson Centers was awarded a grant from the state of Iowa to support the expansion 

project. The campaign to expand this community resource also received significant support from 

local individuals and businesses, all dedicated to nurturing hope and facilitating recovery for those 

in need. Their contributions have played a crucial role in turning this vision into a reality.

“We are fortunate to have so many individuals who have 

stood by our side. Their contributions were more than finan-

cial assistance, providing us with moral encouragement 

during this campaign and beyond,” said Ellen Nichols, Chair 

for the Rosecrance Iowa Board of Directors.

Marilyn Hagberg, the Chair of The Rosecrance Foundation 

Iowa Regional Board of Directors, said that the necessity for a 

therapeutic recreation center was recognized long before the 

facility was even built. The aspiration to create a dedicated 

space for therapeutic recreation has persisted, reflecting a long-standing commitment to enhanc-

ing mental health and wellness in the community.

“To me, the therapeutic recreation center is a revival of something that we recognized and planned 

long ago,” Hagberg said. “This initiative, which has been in the works for years, has come to 

fruition.”

The campus has evolved significantly over the past decade since it was built. Clients now have 

access to the therapeutic recreation resource center, inspiring them to rediscover the joys of 

being active. Connected walking paths provide opportunities for individual reflection and group 

connection in nature, while a new chapel offers a serene space for meditation, prayer, and quiet 

contemplation.

“In Sioux City, we have witnessed a remarkable demonstration of community commitment in 

supporting this expansion project to enrich the experiences and overall well-being of individu-

als brave enough to begin recovery,” said Dr. Dave Gomel, the President and CEO of Rosecrance 

Behavioral Health. “This collaboration exemplifies our shared dedication to fostering recovery and 

contributes to creating a healthier, more resilient community. I couldn’t be more grateful.” 

Rosecrance Jackson Centers 
expansion welcomes a new 
era of healing

HOPE ON THE HORIZON

“This initiative, 
which has been 
in the works for 
years, has come 
to fruition.”
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Healing communities is a mission that often benefits from partner-

ship. Rosecrance Behavioral Health and North Central Behavioral 

Health Systems (NCBHS) are demonstrating what can be achieved 

through such collaboration.

In January 2025, the two behavioral health providers officially joined 

forces in an exciting affiliation to significantly enhance the quality 

of care and resources available to individuals and families in central 

Illinois.

“We are proud to welcome North Central Behavioral Health Systems. 

They bring a wealth of expertise to our network, particularly in 

regions where we currently lack representation,” Rosecrance Presi-

dent and CEO Dr. Dave Gomel said.

Much like Rosecrance, NCBHS has a rich, established history of serv-

ing communities of Illinois, with a particular focus on the north-cen-

tral and west-central regions. As a nonprofit organization, NCBHS is 

committed to a singular mission: empowering children, adults, and 

families to realize their fullest potential.

To achieve this, they offer robust programs, including educational 

programs on mental health and substance use, personalized coun-

seling sessions, and specialized behavioral health services. Addition-

ally, NCBHS provides critical crisis intervention services, ensuring 

that individuals and families can access the support they need 

during challenging times.

“I am incredibly proud to be a part of this moment between two 

mission-driven organizations united in their commitment to ensuring 

the residents of Illinois have access to behavioral health resources,” 

said NCBHS President Jodi Mahoney. “Together, we can grow our 

influence and contribute to positive change in the community.”

Rosecrance has a long, successful history of forming significant part-

nerships in behavioral healthcare with other agencies that share a 

common mission and core values. As it expands the continuum of 

care for clients at eight NCBHS locations in Illinois, there is more 

opportunity to create stronger, healthier communities for everyone.

“This is fantastic news for everyone involved, especially for the 

communities that stand to benefit significantly from this affiliation,” 

Gomel said. 

Two behavioral health leaders join forces to 
strengthen care

“Together, we can 
grow our influence 
and contribute to 
positive change in 
the community.”

—Jodi Mahoney, President, 
North Central Behavioral 
Health Systems

HOPE ON THE HORIZON
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At Rosecrance Behavioral Health, every call is met with compassion 

and expertise, ensuring that individuals find the help they need 

as quickly as possible and experience the reassurance of knowing 

they are not alone. 

Clients find their way to Rosecrance through a variety of pathways. 

Professionals like doctors or counselors may refer them, or they 

may reach out through someone close to them, such as a parent, 

spouse, or other loved ones. Often, the individuals take the coura-

geous step to make that first call for their own treatment.

“Sometimes they’ve waited years to call us. We need to be ready 

to answer every call because we never know how long it has taken 

someone to ask for our help,” said Meghan Cook, Director of 

Access for Rosecrance Illinois. “So, it’s important that our teams are 

always ready to receive those in need.”

We recognize the importance of having our skilled staff available 

to assist each type of journey. To ensure we provide help to as 

many people as possible and expedite their path to success, we 

expanded our Access department. In just four years, the number of 

staff on the Rosecrance Access team has doubled, allowing us to 

help more people than ever on their journey to recovery.

FIRST ACT OF COLLABORATION
The healing begins with the Access team, the first friendly voices 

a caller encounters. This team is available 24/7 and ready to listen. 

With patience and empathy, they learn more about the reasons for 

reaching out, providing the space to express feelings and needs. 

This empathetic approach helps to ascertain the nuances of the 

situation while laying the foundation for the tailored support and 

guidance a person needs during their treatment experience.

Empowering recovery from the 
very first encounter

At Rosecrance Behavioral 
Health, every call is met 
with compassion and 
expertise, ensuring that 
individuals find the help 
they need as quickly as 
possible and experience the 
reassurance of knowing 
they are not alone. 

HOPE ON THE HORIZON
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“We need to be ready to answer every 
call because we never know how long it 
has taken someone to ask for our help.”

— Meghan Cook, Director of Access, Rosecrance Illinois

Once the next critical step of the behavioral health screening is 

completed, callers are guided toward the treatment options that 

resonate most with their individual needs, ensuring their feelings 

are understood and honored throughout the process.

The team is committed to helping callers navigate and eliminate 

any barriers that may prevent them from accessing the treatment 

they deserve. Working in close partnership with a diverse group of 

Rosecrance professionals, a holistic and supportive experience is 

created to swiftly connect people with the treatment that best fits 

their needs.

Among the group is the medical representative, an ally who 

seamlessly gathers essential medical records. The caller is then 

connected with a knowledgeable financial advisor to navigate the 

insurance and financial questions and options. With experience in 

insurance coverage, payment plans, and potential financial assis-

tance programs, this advisor ensures that clients are well-informed 

and supported.

The Access team can also coordinate transportation for clients who 

need additional support to arrive at residential treatment. By care-

fully arranging schedules and ensuring safe and timely travel, they 

work to ease any logistical worries.

“Clients look to our staff for guidance on the steps they need to 

take,” Cook said. “For those seeking treatment for the first time, 

our goal is to provide comfort and support while clearly explain-

ing everything. This way, they can feel confident and alleviate 

any concerns that might prevent them from successfully entering 

treatment.”

When someone decides to make that first call to Rosecrance to 

begin treatment, they are empowered to embark on their jour-

ney without additional stress. From that first interaction, they are 

embraced by a caring team ready to listen and understand their 

unique situation so that they can focus on what truly matters: their 

healing and recovery.
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Introducing Champions in Service

Service work has always been an important aspect of the Rosecrance 

employment experience. Throughout the year, teams often volunteer 

together within their communities for organizations such as Habitat 

for Humanity, local food banks, Special Olympics, and more.

Now, the Champions in Service initiative, launched in the summer 

of 2024, encourages Rosecrance staff to dedicate up to eight hours 

to make a difference in their communities, championing equality and 

justice through service.
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MEANINGFUL IMPACT

Since introducing the Champions in Service hours, Rosecrance staff 

have jumped into action, participating in impactful projects that 

truly matter. From distributing food boxes to those in need during 

the holiday season in Chicago to taking on the role of chef instruc-

tor in cooking classes for seniors in Wisconsin, they are creating last-

ing change.

Benita Rollins-Gay is the kind of person who sees a need and fills 

it, not just once but again and again, dedicating what seems like 

several lifetimes to making her community a better place.

Currently serving as the mobile crisis services coordinator at the 

Rosecrance Walnut location in Champaign, Illinois, Rollins-Gay’s 

journey into supporting those in need began in her teenage years.

Inspired by her parents, she joined her father in his efforts to feed 

the unhoused and veterans in Champaign and Danville. This early 

exposure ignited a passion for volunteer work, shaping her into the 

compassionate advocate she is today.

“Happiness is seeing other people not starving or struggling, seeing 

children get what they need,” Rollins-Gay said.

Her understanding of the complex needs within her community 

developed throughout various stages of her career. Initially, she 

worked as an educator and later as a licensed social worker. Her 

awareness of these needs deepened during her time on the Urbana 

School Board, a volunteer position to which she was elected.

Through her service to others, she witnessed the significant struggles 

many families faced, including food insecurity, housing instability, 

“Happiness is seeing 
other people not 
starving or struggling, 
seeing children get 
what they need.”

—Benita Rollins-Gay, Mobile 
Crisis Services Coordinator

and behavioral health challenges. These issues were often intercon-

nected and compounded the difficulties of daily life.

“I knew what was happening with my families and why these kids 

were getting in trouble, which made me reach out to the families. 

It was mainly about food, housing, and mental health,” Rollins-Gay 

said.

Beyond her work at Rosecrance, her latest contribution to the 

community is reflected in her efforts with the Daily Bread Soup 

Kitchen. She and her longtime friend, Del Elaine Wilson-Owens, 

have been dedicated to this cause for the past decade.

“Working on the crisis line at Rosecrance, I got to meet more people 

because I was the person out in the needy areas trying to get them 

mental health services. That’s where I developed the idea that the 

soup kitchen is the main place everybody goes,” Rollins-Gay said.

Rollis-Gay understands the needs of her community and actively 

looks for opportunities to help at various intersections. As a true 

champion of service, she has inspired others, particularly her chil-

dren, to engage in efforts that enhance their communities.

Rollins-Gay hopes that others can use the time to try volunteering for 

organizations local to them so they, too, can find another purpose 

that resonates.

“I was glad they were given the opportunity to do this work,” said 

Rollins-Gay. “It’s something that I feel is going to work to get people 

to see the need in their communities.”
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MEANINGFUL IMPACT

Overwhelmed by a whirlwind of emotions—

anxiety, hope, and determination—John 

stepped into the lobby of the Rosecrance 

Ware Center, guiding his son, who was strug-

gling with addiction.

The son, Mark, had seen a Rosecrance clini-

cian the previous day. During the appoint-

ment, Mark minimized the extent of his 

substance use, leading to a recommendation 

for intensive outpatient therapy.

John wanted Mark to receive the comprehen-

sive help he needed and truly deserved, but 

knew his son was avoiding detox treatment. 

Yet, John was determined, knowing detox 

was important for Mark’s recovery journey.

Mark met with Alex Richoz, the team leader 

of the peer support specialist team, which 

was formed as part of Rosecrance’s commit-

ment to serving as a Certified Community 

Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC).

Right from the start, Richoz made Mark feel 

truly heard and understood. He focused on 

Mark’s needs and engaged him in meaningful 

conversations. With a blend of patience and 

genuine empathy, Richoz found common 

ground with Mark, helping him see the 

potential for positive change.

This support empowered Mark to take a 

pivotal step and enter detox treatment at the 

Rosecrance Harrison Campus.

MEETING A COMMUNITY’S NEEDS
Responding to evolving community needs, 

Rosecrance enhanced services by expanding 

its team of peer support specialists. This 

growth is designed to ensure that individuals 

seeking support receive the understanding 

and assistance they need from trained profes-

sionals who have firsthand experience in 

overcoming challenges.

“In my previous role, everyone experienced 

the concern of a client falling through the 

cracks,” Richoz said. “We want to offer all the 

support and assistance we can, but there are 

times when we are limited in our ability to 

help. What I appreciate about being part of 

the peer support team is that we are devel-

oping a program focused on providing the 

best support for our clients by keeping them 

engaged.”

Peer support specialists, who have their own 

lived behavioral health experiences, are not 

just trained professionals; they are guiding 

lights for those navigating the complexities of 

the clients they serve. They bring a personal 

touch that’s difficult to replicate. Their ability 

to connect and empathize makes all the 

difference in encouraging individuals to take 

charge of their health.

In the world of recovery, every journey begins 

with a single step, and sometimes that step 

requires a little extra support. Mark’s experi-

ence highlights the incredible impact that 

peer support specialists can have: reaching 

those who may feel overwhelmed or hesitant 

to begin their recovery.

“We encourage change through shared expe-

riences, which isn’t something counselors 

typically do on a daily basis. As peer support 

specialists, we can demonstrate to clients the 

benefits of participating in a program and 

motivate them to enroll by highlighting how 

it will genuinely help them,” Richoz said. 

A new model of care: Peer support 
specialists leverage experience to promote 
recovery
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When it comes to treating mental health and substance use disorders, each journey is 

unique. Rosecrance has a successful record of treating clients using an outcomes-based 

approach to meet these individual challenges.

Monitoring client success has demonstrated that treatment at Rosecrance leads indi-

viduals to transform their attitudes, behaviors, and lifestyles. Throughout their time in 

services, they experience a noticeable enhancement in their mental health, regardless 

of their primary diagnosis.

How do we know our clients are experiencing positive outcomes? Each client’s treat-

ment begins with evidence-based practices, and their progress is tracked through peri-

odic surveys. This allows the team to modify treatment in real-time, ensuring each client 

receives the best possible opportunity for a positive outcome based on their individual 

needs. Using two industry-standard surveys, a team supporting each client’s outcomes 

measures their success:

1. The Patient Health Questionnaire (PHQ-9) measures depression and mental health. 

It is scored on a 0–27 scale, with 27 indicating the most severe level of depression.

2. The Brief Addiction Monitor (BAM) measures a person’s risk factors for substance use, 

protective factors that support sobriety, and actual substance use.

“We pride ourselves on upholding the highest standards in the industry. We’re dedicated 

to continuously innovating our methods to ensure our clients have the best chance for 

lasting recovery,” said Dr. Dave Gomel, President and CEO of Rosecrance Behavioral 

Health.

TRACKED PROGRESS
Scores from the PHQ-9 indicate that Rosecrance clients experience a decrease in depres-

sion throughout treatment, enhancing their coping abilities and reducing relapse risk. 

Residential clients (Fig. 1) show significant improvement from mild to nearly minimal 

symptoms by discharge, while outpatient clients (Fig. 2) achieve minimal depression 

levels by the end of their treatment.

Similarly, residential (Fig. 3) and outpatient (Fig. 4) clients demonstrated a significant 

improvement in their BAM Use Score percentage related to protective factor scores from 

admission to discharge. This progress indicates that individuals successfully strengthened 

their social support networks and adopted practices that contribute to lasting recovery.

At Rosecrance, we’re passionate about transforming lives. Our holistic, evidence-based, 

and outcomes-focused treatment methods not only support recovery but also signifi-

cantly enhance the quality of life for those we serve.

We take great pride in partnering with our clients on their journey to recovery, empow-

ering them every step of the way. 

Clients succeed at Rosecrance

“We pride ourselves on upholding the 
highest standards in the industry.”
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FY 2024 IN REVIEW

Rosecrance by the numbers
Rosecrance Behavioral Health had another record year with the clients served in FY 2024. 
The amazing staff that supports and guides clients to recovery made these efforts possible. 

56,734
People served 

in FY 2024 12,628
Children and 
youth served

44,106
Adults served

12,351
Clients enrolled 
in treatment at 
Rosecrance in a 
day (on average)98%

Client satisfaction

539
Residential beds

312
Outpatient 
groups offered

60
Locations

1,338
Total workforce
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Diagnoses & demographics
Primary diagnosis
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%
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IN HONOR:
Jared Baumhardt
Anonymous

David C. Beto
Kelley Williamson Sales Team

Ann Bown
Sara Severson

Michael Raymond Tanner 
Broderick

Kevin Broderick

Pete Carlson
Anonymous

Natalie Cuccia
Emily Socolov

Kermit Dahlen
Phil and Cherri Eaton

January 13, 2024 - January 13, 2025

Honorariums & memorials
Sally Draper
John Brazzale

Eric and Elliott Farr
Gail and James Farr

Paul Fasano
Anne Godin

Tom Furst
Zan Picchioni

Monica Gregori-Long
Robert and Sandra Gregori

Christopher Hilkemann
Bonnie Hilkemann

Ruth Hranka’s Birthday
Celine Fitzgerald

Melissa M. Hyde
Linda and Jeffrey Goldsmith

Jennifer Jackson
Matthew Porio

Daniel Jarosz
Gabrielle Jarosz

Danik Kooistra
Joel and Linnea Kooistra

Dalton Muir
Anonymous

My brother
Cheryl Buntsma

My son
Nancy Finazzo, Ph.D.

My son Steven
Karen Foresta

Patrick Neylon
John and Reenie Neylon

Dr. David Paulsrud
Ken and Pat Carlson

Andrew Plath
Sally and Phil Plath

Caroline Quinn
Chris Quinn

Michael Ripani
Chicago Council on Planned 

Giving

Rosecrance staff
Doug Carlson Insurance Agency

Howard and Jane Rush
Rev. Mabel L. Rice

Survivors
Thomas and Laura Heraly 
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IN HONOR & MEMORY:
Austin Bolesta
Grace Gensler
Elizabeth Harman
Michael Lim
Kavita Malhotra
John Sullivan

Jakob Conley
Anonymous

Donna Gillette
Calvert Tax and Bookkeeping 
Jan and Erich Hagenlocher
Carter Myska 
Dorothy M. Schuneman 
JoEllen Vause

Cindy Knauer
Anonymous
Thomas and Jill Becker
Jack and Lori Puricelli
Mark Snyder
Sue Van Grove and Timothy 

Budden

Kevin Edward Kuhlman
Steven Amari
Brenda Bos
Debbie and Carl Costanza
Marilyn Davis
Kathleen De Courcey
Nancy and Dan Engel
Tanya Fergus
Bill and Susan Horine
Gregory Kaczmarek
Nancy Laine
Laura Lieberman
Susan Marten
Sharon Martin
Bubba Denise Miller
Mary Ellen Rix
Daniel and Pamela Romberg
Debra Rosenberg
Doreen Schwartz
Joianne Smith
Laura Taylor
Kelli Waters
John Wise
Michelle Wojnarowski
Miny Wu

Andrew Mott
Chuck and Gina DiBenedetto
Gregg and Gail Liebovich 

IN MEMORY:
ACC
Anonymous

Eric Adams
Desirea Chubb

In memory of those who 
struggled with addiction

Edward Mendoza

Josie Baloun
Anonymous

Jeremey Bialka
Kim Ackerman

John Borowski
Dina Widlake

Janelle DeBaere
Christine and Dave Newman

Joshua Deram
Kevin and Nancy Deram

Jean A. Castle
Timothy and Pamela Johnson

Greg Dunn
Loyanne Jensen

Daniel J. Edwards
Ronald and Rosemarie Edwards

Randy Fairbanks
Tami Saugstad

Michael Farmer
Ellani Maurides

Raymond Clifford Finnan
Susan McEldowney
Gregory McGrath
Katrina McGrath

My son Vince
Karen Foresta

Krystal Hall
Anonymous

Edward Hendricks
Mary Burroughs
Mike Burroughs

Patricia Kapuscinski
Cassie Saavedra

Matthew Keating
Alpha Delta Kappa Illinois XI 

Chapter
Carl and Lynn Buscemi
Joe and Sue Drennan
Louis Gerbus
John and Maureen Hargrove
Judy P. Johnson
Timothy Keating
Randy Krup
Peter and Janice Rehnberg
Kathy and Tinker Roberts
Kathleen Schimmoler
Ronald Spear
John and Janet Stewart

David Kendall
Brad Kendall 

John and Verna Kinley
Dave and Sara Werckle

Charlie Knoepfler
Kermit Dahlen and Mari Kaptain 

Dahlen
Stephanie and Brad Roth

Deborah Ann Koch
Karen Koch

Harold and Marion Krupke
David and Susan Krupke

Margaret Lamb
John and Marilyn Dewey

Ty Langen
Rocio Flores Huaringa

Charlie Lanphier III
Kermit Dahlen and Mari Kaptain 

Dahlen
Christina Lanphier
Linda Lanphier
Stephanie and Brad Roth

Mark Litterio
John Iatonna

John J. McDonough
Rik and Elizabeth Duryea

Karen Miller
Beth Dever

John and Robbie Mink
Barb Mink

Stevie Minore, Jr.
Mary Gharrity
The Mark Lindman Family
Dr. and Mrs. W. Stephen Minore

Elmo Montilla
Dr. and Mrs. Jorge E. Fernald

Roger Newell
Margaret Newell

Kelly Nicholls
Diana Darflinger

Joanne Orput
Gregory and Sherry Harlan

Joan Paulsrud
Hillard and Ann Knutson
David Paulsrud

Louis Perillo
Rick and Irma McCall
Ben Mitchinson
Liz and Dave Westen

Elizabeth Perkins
Hunter Gilligan

Bill Phillips, Sr.
Barbara Davig

Raymond K. Rhoads
Margaret Rhoads

Edward J. Rudnicki
Jeanne Rudnicki

Gordon R. Shafer
Elva Shafer

Navin and Premlata Shah, my 
dear parents

Niraj Shah

Andy Soliz
Joel Rothschild

Phil Spain
Stephanie and Brad Roth

Raymond and Eva Spath
Clyde H. Blanke
Wayne R. Wachholz

David A. Thompson
Tom and Darlene Furst 

“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.”
—Aesop

FY 2024 IN REVIEW
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Leadership Circle 
Gensler Gardens
Gerry and Bill Cowlin Foundation
Gloyd Family Foundation
Marilyn and Russell Christiansen Charitable 

Endowment Fund of the Siouxland 
Community Foundation

Meirtran, Inc.
Northwestern Medicine
Rockford IceHogs Community Fund and the 

Chicago Blackhawks Foundation
Steve and Rori Vandemore 

Sustainers Circle
Alfred Bersted Foundation, Bank of America, 

N.A., Trustee.
Bergstrom Inc. Charitable Foundation
Birdies for Ben
BMO
Joseph and Sharyn Castrogiovanni, Jr.
CoyleKiley Insurance Agency, Inc.
Elizabeth Crown and Bill Wallace
The Charles DiBenedetto Family
Lana and Rick Engen
Full Circle Foundation
David and Jennifer Gomel
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Kristin Hamblock 

and Hamblock Ford
Susan Ipsen
Jeffrey Michael Dehlin Memorial Foundation
Art and Fran Kneller
W. Stephen Minore, M.D./ Rockford 

Anesthesiologists Associated, LLC
Kyle Norberg/Hillman Charitable Foundation
Polly Williamson Griffin Charitable Trust
Rockford Separators 
Security National Bank
Siouxland Community Foundation
The Community Foundation for McHenry 

County
United Voices for Children, Inc.
Peter and Penny West 

Advocates in Caring 
American Pop Corn Co.
Linda and John Anderson Charitable 

Foundation
Barbara Notz Hines Foundation
David and Jennifer Beto Family
Jeffrey and Ashley Beto
Doug and Erin Beto
Jeffrey, Leann, Bear and Jude Burch
Carlene Cardosi and Bruce Campbell

Cargill Inc
Clayco
Kermit Dahlen and Mari Kaptain Dahlen
Ben and Kelly Epperson
Barbara W. Erickson
Gregory and Laurel Franchini
FurstStaffing and the Furst Family
Helm Group
Illinois Bank & Trust 
John P. Cadle Foundation
David and Linda Kreissler
Mike and Kathy LaMonica
Linda Lanphier
Curt and Barb Lansbery
Jeff and Carrie Lee
The Mark Lindman Family, in Memory of  

W. Stephen Minore, Jr.
Mercyhealth 
Barb Mink
Nicor Gas
Northern Illinois Conference United 

Methodist Church
Dean Alan Olson Foundation
OSF HealthCare
Dr. David Paulsrud
Ramshaw Real Estate
RDM Foundation
Regina Schick
Sjostrom & Sons, Inc.
Chris and Heather Sliva
Joan Stonecipher
The Blazer Foundation
The Huntington National Bank
The Temple Fund of the First United 

Methodist Church Chicago
Kim and Brian Thiede
Thresholds
UWHealth
Stephanie and Ben Van Vlerah
WilliamsMcCarthy LLP
Wintrust Commercial Banking 

James & Fannie 
Rosecrance Circle
Dave and Cherry Beto

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Illinois

Foglia Family Foundation

John and Kim Griffin

Kelley Williamson Company

Klinger Companies, LLC

Dan and Kristin Pecora/Acadia 
Waste

Robert U & Roberta Goldman 
Family Foundation

The Roth and Letch Charitable 
Foundation

Yockey Foundation

2024 Benefactor Society
The Rosecrance 2024 Benefactor Society recognizes valued supporters 
who have contributed $1,500 or more during the period of January 1, 2024 
through December 31, 2024.* 

*In recognition of total giving for calendar year 2024. Excludes multi-year pledges.

FY 2024 IN REVIEW
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Friends of Recovery 
AAA Molybdenum Products, Inc
The David & Colleen Anderson Charitable 

Foundation
Jeffrey R. Anderson Charitable Foundation
Teresa and Todd Baumgartner
Benson Stone Company
Anne and David Boccignone
Wayne and Kelly Carter
David and Jennifer Casalena
Joe and Sue Castrogiovanni
Nancy and Michael Chamberlain
Chambers & Owen, Inc.
Bob Christensen
Diane and Steve Clark
Collaborative Concepts, LLC
Cord Construction Co.
Nick Cortesi
Crusader Community Health
D. Douglas Rice Family Charitable Fund
Dickerson Nieman Realtors
Sally and John Draper
Phil and Cherri Eaton
NECA/IBEW The Power Connection of 

Northern Illinois
Julie and Barry Enockson
Dr. and Mrs. Jorge E. Fernald
FHN 
Fitzgerald Family Foundation
Dr. Raymond Garcia and Ms. Rachel Hill
Dave and Lee Gill
Edwards Orchard, Barb and Ken Hall
Kristin Hauser
Hawkeye Adjustment Service
Bruce and Kathy Helm

HolmstromKennedyPC
Chuck and Ardi Howard
Andrew and Michelle Hranka
Colin and Maggie Hurka
Ingredion Charitable Foundation
Gabrielle Jarosz
John Deere Classic
Johnson & Johnson
Dana and Brenda Kiley
Kjellstrom Family Fund of the Community 

Foundation of N. IL
Stephen and Carol Kneubuehl
Roger and Kay Larrick
Larson & Darby Group
Dick Leighton
Liebovich Steel & Aluminum Co.
Lou Bachrodt Auto Mall
Judith Maloney
Kris Masoor
Brent and Kathleen Meade, Grunos Diamonds
Midland States Bank
Midwest Methodist Foundation
MolsonCoors
Mr. Clifton R. Morris
Ellen and Gary Nichols
Rev. Loren Nielsen
Nobel and Sara Olson
Nadine O’Malley
Orput Companies Inc.
Bex and Vic Pellicano
Pepsi Cola of Rockford
Clair and Cheri Peterson
Chuck and Denise Popp
PrairieFire Golf & Grill
RamClean

John Ranz
Rasmussen Mechanical Services
Dr. Edward and Tamara Rentschler
Craig and Amy Riehle
Rockford Community Bank 
Saints Peter & Paul Catholic Church
Linda and Tom Sandquist
Roger and Kay Schramm
Sebert Landscape 
Niraj and Kalpana Shah
ShawLuxe Premier Renovations
Aaron and Peggy Shiels
Tom and Karen Shifo
Jeff and Shelley Shinn
Stenstrom Construction Group
Stewart & Associates Inc.
Streamwood Behavioral Healthcare Systems
Suter Services
TASC, Inc.
The Morse Group
Cathie and Bill Thiede
Tree Care Enterprises, Inc. 
Trilogy, Inc.
Bill and Shelly Truax
Try-Beta Club Inc.
University of Illinois College of Medicine at 

Rockford
Michael and Kathleen Vick
George and Janis Waddell
Jim and Bev Wharton
Marijean and Bill Whitcher
Widmer Interiors
William Blair
Carma and Amos Yoder 

Emily Lipinsky rejoined the team in 2025 as 
the President of The Rosecrance Foundation, 
bringing nearly 25 years of experience in donor 
development, community fundraising, and 
corporate partnership experience. She recently 
served as VP of Development at a national nonprofit 
organization, leading fundraising initiatives to drive 
mission impact. Lipinsky earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Columbia College of Missouri.

FY 2024 IN REVIEW

Lisa Lindman, a Board Member of The Rosecrance Foundation, and Jennifer Furst, an Executive Board 
Member of Rosecrance Behavioral Health, were excited to speak with WIFR reporter Aaron Wilson at 
the 2024 Rosecrance Flower Day annual fundraiser at Gensler Gardens in Rockford, Illinois. Always the 
Thursday before Mother’s Day, the sale supports the vital work of The Rosecrance Foundation.
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A
Barbara and Jack Aalfs
Michael and Mary Ann Abate
Barry J. Ackerson, Ph.D.
Anthony M. Adamany
Karen Adell
Bob and Sue Aldridge
Astrid Alfors
All Saints Catholic Church
David and Colleen Anderson
Tracy E. Anderson Charitable 

Foundation
Barb Arduino

B
Pete and Sherri Babcock
Dorothy Baits
Paul and Teri Baits
Sarah Baker
Marilyn R. Balch
Kat Banakis and Matt White
Bill and Leah Baskin
Nirav Batavia
Norma Bean
Marlene and William Beck
Ken Beekley
Stephen and Anne Bernsten
Hallie Bezner
Steven Bidny
Ann Blanchfield
Randolph and Ann Block
Ronald and Nancy Blomquist
Bolton Community Church 

Missions
Charlie and Ann Bown
Mike and Marcy Boyd
Susan and Terry Boyle
William and Donna Bradbury
Karl Braun
John Brazzale
Daniel and Leslie Brosk
Fritz Buerger

C
Steve Camp
Susan and Taylor Carlin
Edwin and Cindy Carlson
Char Carlson
Ken and Pat Carlson
Carpenters Local Union #792
Tony and Cheryl Carpita
Mary Caskey
Stephen P. Casper
Joe and Ann Chamberlain
Michael Cherney
Desirea Chubb
Don and Lisa Claeys
Thomas and Kristine Clark
Laura Clark
Diane Clark-Coutre
Curt Clouse
Michele Cole
Dennis Conerton
John and Marcia Cook
Tim Cooling
Margaret Cooney
Helen Corley
Debbie and Carl Costanza
Michael Cotton
Court Street United Methodist 

Church
United Women in Faith of Court 

Street United Methodist 
Church

Cozad Asset Management, Inc.

D
Diana Darflinger
Keith Dashner
Barbara Davig
Dolores Deitrick
Jud Deloss
Dave and Sara Deutsch
Beth Dever
Elizabeth Diaz

Chuck and Gina DiBenedetto
Elizabeth Dickinson
Metha Dipa
Disciples United Methodist 

Church

Susan Doig
Colleen Donovan
Brian and Cara Doyle
Don and Jan Dray
Joe and Sue Drennan
Drilling Morningside Pharmacy
Rev. Christopher Druce Jones 

and JanLynn R. Druce Jones
Jordan Dunahee
Elizabeth and Rik Duryea

E
Ron and Rosemarie Edwards
Mary and James Egan
Charles and Marjorie Elliot
Empirical Foods

Nancy and Dan Engel
United Women in Faith of Euclid 

Ave United Methodist Church

F
Jim and Kathy Federighi
Nancy Finazzo, Ph.D.
First United Methodist Church of 

Elmhurst
Terrance and Lois Fisher
Celine Fitzgerald

Valued Supporters

Removing barriers to access quality, evidence-based behavioral health services is possible thanks to our generous donors and 
supporters. Their dedication to Rosecrance’s mission and the communities we serve is invaluable. We are deeply grateful for 
their contributions, which help ensure that everyone has the opportunity to start their journey toward lasting recovery.

People making a difference in the communities we serve

FY 2024 IN REVIEW

Former NFL quarterback Ryan Leaf attended the “Get To Know Rosecrance” 
event in Champaign, Illinois, to support Rosecrance and behavioral health. Leaf 
shared his story of resilience and hope during this premier event on November 4.
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Michael and Karen Folk
Reg and Terry Folmar
Lisa Freeman
Beverly and Mike Friese
Todd Fulmer
Martha W. Furst
Teysa Fymbo

G
Cynthia and Steven Gackstetter
Emmanuel S. Garcia
Thomas Garden
Grace Gensler
Anne Genther
Louis Gerbus
Jason and Louise Gesmer
Hunter Gilligan
Paul Gilmet
Anne Godin
Linda and Jeffrey Goldsmith
Grace United Methodist Church 

of Lake Bluff
Judy and John Graff Charitable 

Foundation
Helen and Gene Grandone
David and Leslie Grant
Norman Greer
Robert Grzelak
Guler Appliance Company
Bradley and Georgann 

Gummow Family Foundation
John and Diana Guthrie

H
Erich and Jan Hagenlocher
Eldon and Carol Hamilton
Rhonda A. Hanley
James M. and Julie A. Hansberry 

Charitable Fund
Greg and Sherry Harlan
Daniel and Barbara Hartnett
Donna Haskell

Judith Haskell
Irving Heartt Charitable Trust
Heidman Law Firm
Elaine and Max Hershbarger
Bonnie Hilkemann
Christina Hiltrop
United Women in Faith of 

Hinsdale United Methodist 
Church

Barbara and John Holmstrom
Hope United Methodist Church
Dr. Michael Horowitz and Dr. 

Jeannie Gutierrez
David and Paula Hougan
John and Robin Hovis
Dr. David and Diana Howard
Wray and Sue Howard
Dave Howell
Sue and Tom Humphris

I
John Iatonna
Lisa and Curtis Ippolito
Steve and Eva Ippolito

J
Jennifer L. Jackson and Gary 

D. Nusbaum
Loyanne Jensen
Jimmy John’s Sandwiches
Leslie S. Johnson
Gordon Johnson and Candace 

Richter
Judy Johnson
Kevjorik and Priya Jones
Michael Jones

K
Gregory Kaczmarek
Mark and Nancy Kalchbrenner
Timothy Keating
Michael J. Keating

Kelley Williamson Sales Team
Brad Kendall
J. Todd Kennedy
Ruth Kerkering
Brian and Lisa Key
Tanya Khapkov
Josh Kimes
Kirkland United Methodist 

Church
Nicole Klein
Klonicki Construction LLC 
Sarah and Hugh Knapp
Knife River
Kohlenberg Consulting, LLC
Joel and Linnea Kooistra
Hannah and Kyle Kosteck
Richard Kramer
Nick and Bonnie Kretsos
Edward and Diane Kuehl

L
Devon Langer
Christina Lanphier
Alec Laule
Dan and Cyndi Lein
Randy Leslie
Maria Liccardo
Gregg and Gail Liebovich
Michael Lim
Rodney and Annette Link
Gertrude S. Lyon

M
Karol and Michael Manley
Brad and Amy Marshall
Susan Marten
Benjamin Martin
Mary Horsman Underwood
Tom and Mary Ann Matus
Robert and Colleen Mazurek
Kevin and Cathy McDermott
Katrina McGrath

Gregory McGrath
Mary McGuire
James and Debra McNeela
Duane and Joy Melancen
Victor and Jackie Meskin
Methodist Men’s Club UMC 

Geneva
Scott and Jennifer Meyer
Peter Meyer
Kevin Mickan
Bubba Denise Miller
Ben Mitchinson
Mortenson Construction
Judy Mott
Moville United Methodist 

Women
Lou Jean Moyer
Pamela Mundt
Mr. Ben Murray
Tom and Angie Muse
Jeffrey Myers
Carter Myska

N
Vinay Nadig
MJ Napoli
Steven and Holly Nash
Larry Naus
Margaret Newell
Christine and Dave Newman
John and Reenie Neylon
John and Lisa Nielsen
Jackie Norem
Northwestern IL Building and 

Construction Trades Council
Philip Nyman

O
Jonathan O’Dea
Michael and Kelly Ann O’Brien
Lezlie and Bill O’Donnell, Jr.
Katie Oehlberg

Members of The Rosecrance 
Foundation’s President’s 
Leadership Council showcased 
their best sneakers at the 
Sneaker Ball on May 2 in 
Chicago. Their contributions 
were instrumental to the event’s 
success, and they are eager to 
start planning for 2025.

FY 2024 IN REVIEW
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Valued Supporters
Mrs. Jan Olson
United Women in Faith of 

Orangeville United Methodist 
Church

Margaret Orchard
Alexandra Osborne
Kellie Ottenberg
Oxford Financial Group, Ltd.

P
Krista and Chad Pankop
Jerry and Connie Paris
Rex and Carol Parker
Kevin and Shelley Peifer
Michele Petrie
Connie Pinkston
Sally and Phil Plath
Anna Platt
Joe and Kim Ponder
Matthew Porio
Jack and Lori Puricelli

Q
Chris Quinn

R
Jay and Lauren Ramshaw
Marilyn Reid
Bob and Tawyna Reitsch
Steven Resnik
Mike and Jane Reynolds
Margaret Rhoads

Rev. Mabel L. Rice
Christina Rincon
Michael Ripani
Mary Ellen Rix
Rockford Area Arts Council 

Action Grant
Rosecrance Staff
Steve and Joyce Rosella
Debra Rosenberg
Kim and Lance Rosenmayer
Jeanne J. Rudnicki
Patrick Rule
Pete and Becky Rundquist

S
Cassie Saavedra
Fran Sadden
Mrs. Florence L. Sandberg
Andria Sandora
Tami Saugstad
Maurice and Mary Jane 

Schenkelberg
Kathleen A. Schimmoler
Rob and Julia Schneiderman
Grace and William Schoedel
Dennis and Jody Schumacher
Dorothy M. Schuneman
Doreen Schwartz
Sara Severson
Elva Shafer
Justin Shamoun
Marc and Maria Sherman Green

Sherwin-Williams
James and Betty Smith
Daniel Smith and Barbara 

Fleming-Smith
Ann L. Smith
Scott and Jessica Sockness
Larry and Edie Soldinger
Philip and Karen Sterbling
Roberta Stevens
John Sullivan

T
Diana Talpa
Laura and Gary Thomas
Charles Thomson
Jake Trotter

U
United Women in Faith of the 

Prairie North District
United Women in Faith of First 

UMC Arlington Heights
United Women in Faith of 

Naperville United Methodist 
Church

United Women in Faith Church 
of the Good Shepherd

United Women in Faith of Park 
Ridge

V
Joe and Mary Vanderwerff

JoEllen Vause
James and Kimberly Viggiano
David A. Voss and Nancy M. Voss

W
Wayne Wachholz
Tom and Karen Walsh
Mary H. Walters
Kelli Waters
Kathy and Charles Weber
BJ and Kathy Weigle
David Weininger
Ron and Kathie Welte
Sara and Dave Werckle
Wesley United Methodist 

Church of Stockton
Maurice and Leslie West
Dina Widlake
Steve Wilson
Jillian Winters
John Wise
Michelle Wojnarowski
Zita and Bob Woodrick
Woodridge United Methodist 

Church
Woodward, Inc.
Mike and Suzanne Wychocki

Z
Diane Walker-Zell and David Zell
Paul and Raquel Zickert 

Attendees at “An Artful Evening with Rosecrance” enjoyed artwork created by clients during the event held in Rockford on June 18. The 
gathering celebrated art and recovery, showcasing creations by staff and former clients. It emphasized the significance of therapeutic recreation 
in the recovery journey.

FY 2024 IN REVIEW

28



Champions of Hope
Kelley Williamson Company and 

owners, John and Kim Griffin and 
Dave and Cherry Beto

Dan and Kristin Pecora
Illinois Department of Human Services 

and State Senator Steve Stadelman, 
34th District

James & Fannie Rosecrance Circle
Dave and Cherry Beto
John and Kim Griffin

Sustainers Circle
Donna Gillette Memorial Fund: Cliff 

Gillette, Christopher and Jeanine 
Gillette, Craig and Erin (Gillette) 
Jagels, and Bonnie and Nick Kretsos 
and Friends

American Pop Corn Co.
Anonymous
Arby’s
Terri and Mark Avery
Cargill
Central States Group
Don and Lisa Claeys
Rodney and Carol Clay
Kermit and Mari Dahlen, in memory of 

Charlie Knoepfler & Charlie Lanphier
Sally and John Draper
Philip and Cherri Eaton, in honor of 

Kermit Dahlen
Barry and Julie Enockson
Kelly and Ben Epperson
Gilchrist Foundation
Lee and David Gill
David and Jennifer Gomel
Frank and Cindy Gray
John and Marilyn Hagberg
Cindy Hagen
Sundae Haggerty
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Kristin 

Hamblock and Hamblock Ford

Art and Fran Kneller
Rodney and Annette Link
Meirtran, Inc.

Advocates in Caring
Jeffrey, Leann, Bear and Jude Burch
Joseph and Sharyn Castrogiovanni, Jr.
Gregory and Laurel Franchini
David and Linda Kreissler
Curt and Barb Lansbery
The Mark Lindman Family, in Memory 

of W. Stephen Minore, Jr.
Kim and Brian Thiede

Friends of Recovery
Lisa and Steve Carter Charitable Fund 

of the Community Foundation of 
Northern Illinois

David and Jennifer Casalena

CoyleKiley Insurance Agency, Inc.
Tom and Darlene Furst
Chris and Heather Sliva
Try-Beta Club

Patrons
Susan and Taylor Carlin
Elizabeth Dickinson
Ben and Kelly Epperson
Jennifer Furst
J. Todd Kennedy
Jeff and Carrie Lee
Gary and Ellen Nichols
Pete and Becky Rundquist
Aaron and Peggy Shiels
Scott and Jessica Sockness
Cathie and Bill Thiede
Leslie and Maurice West 

Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Hawkeye Adjustment Service
Heartland Counseling & Catholic 

Charities
Helios Foundation
Iowa Economic Development Authority 

(IEDA)
Jennifer L. Jackson and Gary D. 

Nusbaum
Loyanne Jensen
Klinger Companies, L.L.C.
L & L Builders Co.
Linda Lanphier, in memory of Charles J. 

Lanphier III
Linda and Henry Metz
Missouri River Historical Development, 

Inc. (MRHD)
Dan and Mary Kay Moore
Morrison Management Specialists
Ellen and Gary Nichols
Dr. David Paulsrud, in memory of Joan 

Paulsrud
Phil and Sarah Powell
Rasmussen Mechanical Services

Ray’s Mid-Bell Music Co.
Mike and Jane Reynolds
The Roth and Letch Charitable 

Foundation
Regina Roth
Stephanie and Brad Roth, in memory 

of Phil Spain, Charlie Lanphier, and 
Charlie Knoepfler

Peter and Becky Rundquist
Scheels All Sports
Security National Bank
Brian Skinner
Sharon Skinner
Garrett and Rebecca Smith
Kathie Smith
Wrede & Barbara Smith Legacy 

Fund of the Siouxland Community 
Foundation

Scott and Jessica Sockness
Suter Services
Charles Thomson
Jim and Bev Wharton
Women and Children’s Auxiliary
Yockey Foundation 

Iowa Campaign: Donors for “Building a Brighter Future”*

Rosecrance Griffin Williamson Campus Adult Expansion 
Campaign Donors

*Gifts of $1,000 and above
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
Dan Pecora, Chair
Jeffrey DiBenedetto
Jennifer Furst
Sue Jobst
Jeff Lee
Ellen Nichols
Jay Ramshaw
Brian Thiede
Stephanie Van Vlerah

ILLINOIS BOARD
David Deutsch, M.D., Chair
Barry Ackerson, Ph.D.
Andy Benson
Elder Granger II
Kathleen Meade
Margaret Propst
Pete Rundquist
Jody Schumacher
Peggy Shiels, M.D.
Scott Sockness
Jake Trotter
Leslie West

IOWA BOARD
Ellen Nichols, Chair
Rodney Clay
Frank Gray
Mike Guntren
Marilyn Hagberg
Jennifer Jackson
Dan Moore
Stephanie Roth
Charley ThomsonR
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S ROCKFORD

Jeff Beto, Chair
Dave Beto
David Casalena
John Griffin
Kristin Gensler Hauser
Carrie Johnson
Gaby Johnson
Kyle Logan
Jeff Marrs
Brian Thiede

CENTRAL ILLINOIS
Jay Ramshaw, Chair
Barry Ackerson, Ph.D.
Judith Maloney
John Schumacher
Hallie Bezner
Kevin Mitchell
Brett Shaw

CHICAGOLAND
Stephanie Van Vlerah, Chair
Andrew Hranka
Tom Matus
Danny Nikitas
Greg Orput
Michael Ripani
Niraj Shah
Charley Thomson
Kathy Weber

IOWA
Marilyn Hagberg, Chair
Don Claeys
Cindy Hagen
Henry Metz
Linda Metz
Alex Searls
Rebecca Smith 
Sharon Walton
Ron Yockey
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FOUNDATION BOARD
David Casalena, Chair
Jeff Beto
Marilyn Hagberg
Lisa Lindman
Jay Ramshaw
Stephanie Van Vlerah

ROSECRANCE 
GUARDIANS
Dave Beto
John Griffin
Lisa Lindman
Tom Furst
Bill Thiede
Steve Vandemore

Boards of Directors

LEADERSHIP
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Executive Team

Reach is published annually by Rosecrance 
Behavioral Health to inform friends about events, 
programs, and services.

Rosecrance is a national leader in behavioral 
healthcare, with locations in Illinois, Iowa, and 
Wisconsin. Over 56,000 children, teens, adults, 
and families received help last year through 
Rosecrance’s broad continuum of care.

Rosecrance and its affiliate divisions are licensed 
and partially funded by the Illinois Department of 
Human Services, the Iowa Department of Public 
Health, and the Wisconsin Department of Health 
Division of Quality Assurance. Accredited by The 
Joint Commission, Rosecrance is approved by 
most insurance companies. Several of its divisions 
are certified Medicaid providers and Rosecrance 
division Aspen Counseling is also certified by 
Medicare.

For more information about Rosecrance services, 
call 888.928.5278 or visit rosecrance.org.

If you no longer wish to receive this magazine, call 
815.387.5608 or email giving@rosecrance.org.

Anne Boccignone, M.B.A.
Chief of Engagement, Rosecrance Behavioral Health

Ann Bown, B.A.
Liaison to Rosecrance Boards of Directors & The 
Rosecrance Foundation

Carlene Cardosi, M.S.W., LCSW, CADC
President of Clinical Services and Chief Operating Officer

Julie Enockson, M.B.A.
President, Rosecrance Iowa

Kelly Epperson, J.D.
President of Rosecrance Management Group and Chief 
Operating Officer

Raymond Garcia, M.D., Addictionologist
Chief Medical Officer, Rosecrance Behavioral Health

David Gomel, Ph.D.
President & CEO, Rosecrance Behavioral Health

Kristin Hamblock, M.B.A., SHRM-SCP
Chief Human Resources Officer, Rosecrance Behavioral 
Health

Emily Lipinsky, B.S.
President of The Rosecrance Foundation

Jodi Mahoney, M.B.A.
President, North Central Behavioral Health Systems

Natalia Mayer, B.S.
Executive Assistant to the CEO

Michael Vick, M.B.A., CPA
Senior Vice President & Chief Financial Officer, 
Rosecrance Behavioral Health
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Rosecrance Behavioral Health
1021 North Mulford Road
Rockford, Illinois 61107

United Methodist Affiliated AgencyAccredited by: The Joint CommissionMember of: Elite Care Center designations

2025 rosecrance.org

JOIN THE ROSECRANCE FOUNDATION FOR TWO UPCOMING EVENTS:

Rock N 
Recovery
05 | 13 | 2025

HARD ROCK LIVE, ROCKFORD

Rosecrance 
Masquerade

10 | 03 | 2025
CHICAGO HISTORY MUSEUM, CHICAGO
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